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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Student interns integral part of new high school staff 
Two Grand Valley students are blazing a trail at a high school that is 
blazing its own path. 
Kate Smiertka, a social work major, and Jenny Boor, a recreational ther-
apy major, are the first interns at Grand Rapids' Lighthouse Academy. 
The academy is an innovative school for expelled high school students 
from greater Grand Rapids. It opened in January as a community-based 
program of Wedgwood Christian Services. 
With room for 15 students, Lighthouse Academy is located in the 
United Methodist Community House on Sheldon Avenue. It follows 
models established by the National Association of Street Schools and 
uses a holistic method of offering students academic, social, career and 
spiritual development. 
As part of a small staff, Smiertka and Boor work closely with students 
and are asked to actively participate in helping the school's full-time 
employees plan for the future . 
"I'm helping with program development and creating clinical packets of 
forms, assessments and developing an orientation for other volunteers," 
Smiertka said. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Grand Valley students Jenny Boor, center, and Kate Smiertka are an 
integral part of the staff at Lighthouse Academy, a high school for stu-
dents expelled from other schools. At left is Randy Ward, social work-
er and certified addictions counselor. 
As a social work major, Smiertka said the internship has her working in 
both a clinical and school setting - something she wasn't expecting. 
Wedgwood. As a recreational therapy major, she 's been called on to 
develop games and other therapeutic methods to help channel a stu-
dent's energy. 
"I've learned to be comfortable with different types of kids," she said. 
"It's helped me keep my mind open for other opportunities. That's the 
value of an internship." 
'Tm working on a lot of program development and working with a 
treatment team," she said. 
Boor said she learned of the internship through other contacts with 
Lighthouse Academy recently received a $50,000 grant from the Grand 
Rapids Community Foundation. 
···---------------------------
WGVU receives major estate gift from loyal viewer 
WGVU-TV is the beneficiary of an estate gift 
worth more than $220,000 from Lyle Rouse of 
Grand Rapids. Rouse, who died last year at 
age 76, was a longtime supporter of public 
broadcasting and was a member of WGVU 
since May 1987. 
"I'm speechless," said Michael T. Walenta, 
WGVU station manager. "We've never 
received a gift of this level before. Mr. Rouse 
believed so well in public broadcasting, he left 
us virtually every asset he had. We are touched 
by his unbelievable generosity." 
Rouse lived in Grand Rapids, never married 
and had no chjJdren. He was an active Boy 
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Scout as a child and as an adult leader. He had 
a keen interest in ecology and conservation, 
and earned a degree from Michjgan State 
University in horticulture. Rouse had said that 
watching nature programs on WGVU-TV was 
his primary entertainment. 
Rouse worked for Professional Home 
Improvement in Comstock Park for 29 years 
in clean-up and delivery. 
"Lyle was one-of-a-kind," said Bob Gardner, 
president of Professional Home Improvement. 
"He was the hardest, steadiest worker I've ever 
known. He rarely missed a day of work in his 
29 years and, at one point, had five years of 
vacation coming. We received many compli-
ments about his work; he was known as the 
'human vacuum."' 
Gardner described Rouse as quite eccentric, 
somewhat of a hermit and very generous. He 
said, in 1978, Rouse gave the first $1,000 to 
start his company. 
"People like Lyle Rouse are becoming rare," 
said Pat Smith, deputy university counsel at 
Grand Valley. "His generosity to public 
broadcasting deserves recognition. He lived 
frugally much of his adult life and then gave 
such a wonderful gift. You don 't see that type 
of loyalty for cable or satellite stations." 
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Across Campus 
sincere philosopher, a 
devoted teacher and a 
colleague of great 
integrity." 
During his years at 
Grand Valley, Hoitenga 
chaired the All-College 
Senate and twice served 
as chair of the Arts and 
Humanities Division. He 
chaired the Philosophy 
Department from 
1975-77 and 1979-88. 
Photo courtesy of Educational Connections 
Participants in a summer program sponsored by Educational 
Connections stand near Lake Michigan during a field trip to P.J. 
Hoffmaster State Park in Muskegon. 
He earned doctorate and 
master's degrees from 
Photo courtesy of the Philosophy Department 
Dewey Hoitenga holds a plaque presented to 
him in honor of naming a student lounge in 
Lake Superior Hall after him. Hoitenga died 
on July 25. 
Harvard University and a bachelor's degree in divinity from Calvin 
College. Laker Explorers end summer program 
hosted by TRIO Educational Connections 
More than 60 middle school students participated in a month-long sum-
mer camp hosted by TRIO Educational Connections and held at Burton 
Middle School. 
Funeral services were held July 28. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Calvin Theological Seminary or Hospice of Holland Home. 
The "Laker Explorers" visited Grand Valley and other area colleges and 
conducted experiments at P.J. Hoffmaster State Park in Muskegon and 
aboard the Annis Water Resources vessel D.J. Angus. Educational 
Connections partnered with the Lake Michigan Federation and Campfire 
USA to sponsor the program, which ended July 15. 
Education professor receives 
Fulbright grant 
Jolanda Westerhof-Shultz, associate professor of education, has been 
awarded a Fulbright Scholar grant for the fall. 
Westerhof-Shultz will lecture and conduct research at the Centre for 
Human Rights Training and Democratic Citizenship Education at the 
University of Zagreb in Croatia. She is a recent recipient of Grand 
Valley's Outstanding Teacher of the Year award. 
Educational Connections is one of Grand Valley 's TRIO programs. 
Combined with Talent Search, Educational Connections reaches students 
in sixth-12th grades plus offers resources for returning adult students. 
Longtime professor dies Campus Toastmasters clubs 
earn distinctions 
Dewey Hoitenga, professor of philosophy and former department 
chairman, died on July 25 at age 74. Grand Valley's Toastmasters clubs have earned recognition from the 
national organization. 
Hoitenga joined Grand Valley's faculty in 1965 and retired in 2001. 
Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy, called Hoitenga "an intensely continues on page 3 
···----------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 3 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-33 1-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
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Eric Klingensmith 
Counseling Center coordinator of 
Crisis Intervention Services 
"This is a rush-rush-rush, go-go-go kind of 
culture," said Eric Klingensmith. "Students try to 
deal with school and work; you've got profession-
als who may be taking classes, trying to be a mom 
or dad." 
In his role as an on-campus counselor, 
Klingensmith tries to stress the importance of emo-
tional, physical, and mental well-being. "One of the 
biggest issues is self-care; how to take care of your 
body and your mind, together," he said. 
Klingensmith coordinates staffing and schedules 
for Grand Valley 's Counseling Center and provides 
general counseling. As coordinator of crisis inter-
vention services, he is on-call to respond to campus 
emergencies. 
"Stress is the No. 1 problem for students, as well as 
depression, anxiety, and those types of situations," 
he said. "There are so many demands - new 
situations and environments, meeting new people, 
trying to work, trying to go to school." 
Klingensmith's 
crisis intervention 
services and 
counseling do for 
students what 
Human Resource's 
Work-Life 
Connections pro-
gram does for staff 
and faculty mem-
bers, he said. "We 
take a holistic 
approach. The 
mind-body connec-
tion is important. 
Eric Klingensmith 
We need to be involved with our communities, take 
care of ourselves," he said. 
In order to be accessible to students 24 hours a day, 
Klingensmith lives in an on-campus apartment. 
In his free time, Klingensmith volunteers on the 
board of directors and disaster action team for 
Ottawa County Red Cross, Grand Rapids Aviation 
Disaster Team and Ottawa County Hazmat Team. 
He also takes cooking classes. 
What's Ahead 
UClub heads to 
Michigan's Adventure 
Join Grand Valley's University Club members 
and their families for a picnic at Michigan 's 
Adventure. 
The barbecue picnic is scheduled for 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 11 . The ticket price includes 
admission to the park and water park. Tickets 
are $23 per person for UClub members and $29 
per person for non-members. 
Center, will con-
tinue last year's 
emphasis on the 
Claiming a 
Liberal Education 
Initiative, an 
ongoing effort to 
align faculty and 
student expecta-
tions with the 
goals of a liberal 
education. 
The conference is 
Jillian Kinze 
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students and faculty members. Kinze is also a 
co-author of Student Success in College: 
Creating Conditions That Matter. 
Plans underway for 
lntercultural Festival 
The Office of Student Life and co-sponsors are 
planning a new approach to the Ethnic Festival, 
scheduled for October 26, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
in the Kirkhof Center. 
For more information, call Kim Schmidt at 
x13592 or send her an e-mail at 
schmidtk@gvsu.edu. 
scheduled for August 24, beginning at 
The goal of the Intercultural Festival sponsors 
is to represent as many cultures and ethnicities 
as possible. Faculty and staff members who 
would like to organize a group to represent a 
specific culture should contact David Clark at 
clarkdav@gvsu.edu or Heather Bloom at 
bloomh@gvsu.edu before September 19. 
Conference will continue 
liberal education initiative 
8:30 a.m., in Henry Hall. Faculty and staff 
members who would like to attend should 
RSVP by calling the FTLC at x 13498 or send-
ing an e-mail to ftlc@gvsu.edu by August 12. 
The 2005 Fall Teaching Conference, sponsored 
by the Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Jillian Kinze, associate director of the Center 
for Postsecondary Research at Indiana 
University, is the keynote speaker. She will 
report on the results of surveys completed by 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
The Allendale Campus club earned President's Distinguished Status, the 
highest status for a club. The Pew Campus club earned Distinguished 
Status. Reaching a status level depends on meeting a number of criteria, 
including recruiting members, training officers and advancing members. 
The Allendale club meets weekly on Wednesdays at noon in the Kirkhof 
Center; the Pew club meets Fridays beginning at 7:30 a.m. in room 107D 
of the De Vos Center. 
Student project helps Get the Lead Out 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Nursing students kneel in front of their storyboard that helps 
educate people on the dangers of lead poisoning. The students 
chose the project as part of their community health rotation and 
presented materials at John Ball Park on July 26. The Kirkhof 
College of Nursing is a partner in the Get the Lead Out Program 
that targets southwest Grand Rapids. 
KCON benefits from state grants 
Grand Valley's Kirkhof College of Nursing received two state grants that 
will help increase the number of nurses in the workforce, an increasing 
national problem. 
Grand Valley was one of 13 Michigan universities and community col-
leges that will receive more than $17 million in grants to accelerate train-
ing for nurses and other health care professionals. Gov. Jennifer 
···--------------------------
Granholm announced the grant package, Governor's Michigan 
Opportunity Partnership, July 20 in Flint. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof College of Nursing, said Grand 
Valley received $1.2 million in grants over a two-year period. By partner-
ing with Spectrum Health, the grants will help: 
• Provide funding to develop an intense education program for practic-
ing nurses who then will provide clinical instruction for students, and; 
• Implement an accelerated program for students with degrees in other 
fields to become nurses. 
Gendler said about 30 percent of Grand Valley's nursing students have 
degrees in other fields. This would be the target group for the accelerated 
program, which likely would begin next summer. The accelerated pro-
gram would repackage clinical components of the nursing program from 
five semesters to three. 
The grants from the state are being made available with Medicaid 
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
WGVU author places at contest 
Photo courtesy of WGVU 
Hudsonville kindergartner and WGVU viewer Meredith 
Bomers placed third at the national level of the Eleventh 
Annual Reading Rainbow Young Writers and Illustrators 
Contest. Her book, My Grandpa and Me, was one of 200 
entries received at the station. Stories are judged locally then 
local first place winners are sent on to the national contest. 
Meredith received Reading Rainbow books and DVDs. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was interviewed by WZZM-
TV Channel 13, WXMI-TV Channel 17 and the 
Muskegon Chronicle about toxic algae in West 
Michigan lakes. He was also interviewed on 
"For the Record," a community access cable sta-
tion show, about A WRI. 
Gregg Dimkoff, professor of finance, was inter-
viewed by WXMI-TV Channel 17 for a story 
about low mortgage rates. 
Paul J. Cornish, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by WKZO-AM and 
WZZM-TV Channel 13 for stories about the 
nomination of John G. Roberts to the United 
States Supreme Court. 
Brian Kingshott, assistant professor of criminal 
justice, was interviewed by the BBC and the 
Austrian Broadcasting Company about the 
recent bombings in London and other issues 
related to terrorism. Kingshott lives in England 
during the summer and is a noted expert on ter-
rorism in England and Europe. 
Sketches 
Eric Packer, director of distance education and 
workforce development, was elected to the 
Ottawa Area Intermediate School District Board 
of Education. 
Don Uzarski, assistant professor Annis Water 
Resources Institute, presented a paper, "Fish 
Community Structure Across a Natural 
Environmental Gradient: Implications for 
Drowned River Mouth Ecosystems," at the 
International Association for Great Lakes 
Research. Carl Ruetz and Matt Cooper of 
A WRI were co-authors on the paper. 
Pat Parker, coordinator of legal services at the 
Steelcase Library, was elected president of the 
Michigan Law Libraries Association for 2005-
06. She also gave a presentation, "Adventures of 
a Law Librarian," at the Grandville Ladies 
Literary Club in May. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social 
work, presented a training session, "Ethical and 
Legal Dilemmas in Social Work," for the 
Michigan Chapter, National Association of 
Social Workers in Detroit. 
Hugh Jack, associate professor of engineering, 
presented three papers, "A Modeling and 
Controls Course Using Microcontrollers," "A 
Reborn Product Design and Manufacturing 
Program" and "Reinventing Manufacturing 
Engineering: Refocusing and Exploring Future 
Opportunities for Students," at the American 
Society for Engineering Education Annual 
Meeting in Portland, Oregon. 
Dawn P. Coe, assistant professor of movement 
science, presented a paper, "Role of Physical 
Education on Cardiovascular Endurance in 
Middle School Children," at the American 
College of Sports Medicine Annual Meeting in 
Nashville. 
Natalia Gomez, assistant professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures, was invited to be a 
panelist for the National Endowment of the 
Humanities in Washington, D.C. She was also 
invited to give a lecture at the Cesar Vallejo's 
Institute in Utah. 
Richard Rediske, senior research scientist at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute, was appointed 
by the Environmental Protection Agency to serve 
on the Federal Advisory Committee on 
Detection and Quantitation Approaches and Uses 
in Clean Water Act. 
Jim Penn, assistant professor of geography and 
planning, presented a paper, "The 
Commercialization of Camu Camu (Myrciaria 
dubia) in Peru: Socioeconomic and 
Environmental Implications of a New Industry" 
at the 46th annual meeting of the Society for 
Economic Botany, hosted by the Botanical 
Research Institute and held in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Mary de Young, professor of sociology, present-
ed a paper, "Improvised News: Post-Traumatic 
Event Rumors, Legends, Myths and Folklore," to 
the European Conference on Traumatic Stress in 
Stockholm, Sweden. She also chaired a session, 
"Media and Collective Trauma." 
Shelly Smith, assistant professor of mathematics, 
presented a poster, "The Discrete Fundamental 
Group of the Order Complex of Bn," at the Formal 
Power Series and Algebraic Combinatorics 2005 
Conference in Taormina, Italy. 
Hugh Jack, associate professor of engineering, 
was on the organizing committee for a confer-
ence, "Looking Forward: Innovations in 
Manufacturing Engineering Education," held at 
Cal Poly State University in San Luis Obispo, 
California. At the conference he chaired a ses-
sion, "Integrating Product Design into 
Manufacturing Engineering Education," and pre-
sented a paper, "The State of Manufacturing 
Engineering Education." 
Ellen Yezierski and Deborah Herrington, 
assistant professors of chemistry, presented a 
poster, "Target Inquiry: Innovative Professional 
Development for High School Chemistry 
Teachers," at the Gordon Research Conference: 
Chemistry Education Research and Practice in 
New London, Connecticut. 
Manish Chakrabarti, assistant professor of 
mathematics, attended a conference, "Intelligent 
Systems for Molecular Biology," held in Detroit. 
David Austin, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, "Penrose Tilings," at 
Reed College in Oregon. He also was also co-
organizer and co-presenter of the Mathematical 
Sciences Research Institute summer graduate 
workshop, Java and Mathematical Illustration. 
Austin wrote an article, "Up and Down the 
Tiles," published in the Notices of the American 
Mathematical Society. 
Xiaojuan Xu, associate professor of psychology, 
co-authored an article, "Hippocampal 
Cytochrome Oxidase Activity of Rats in Easy 
and Difficult Visual Discrimination Learning," 
published in the International Journal of 
Neuroscience. 
Bob Hollister, visiting assistant professor of 
biology, published a paper, "Plant Response to 
Temperature in Northern Alaska: Implications 
for Predicting Vegetation Change," in Ecology. 
Financial aid counselors Stephanie Forest, 
Tonya Drain and Vicky Powers gave a presen-
tation, "Alternative Loans: The Good, The Bad 
and the Ugly," at the 2005 National Association 
of Student Financial Aid Administrators confer-
ence in New York City. 
Paul Fishback, associate professor of mathe-
matics, co-wrote an article, "Quadratic 
Dynamics in Matrix Rings: Tales of Ternary 
Number Systems," published in Fractals. 
Jon Hodge, assistant professor of mathematics, 
co-wrote a book, "The Mathematics of Voting 
and Elections: A Hands-On Approach," pub-
lished as part of the Mathematical World Series 
by the American Mathematical Society. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, testified before the Michigan 
Senate's Natural Resources and Environmental 
Affairs Committee on the conservation of state 
ground and surface water. 
Ted Sundstrom, professor of mathematics, 
received the 2005 Award for Distinguished 
College or University Teaching of Mathematics 
from the Michigan Section of the Mathematical 
Association of America. The award was given at 
annual meeting held at Alma College. 
Jacques Mangala, visiting assistant professor of 
political science, gave a presentation, "The New 
African Immigration in the U.S. : Trends and 
Challenges," at the first African Cultural Day in 
Grand Rapids. 
